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NOTABLE LOCAL DEATHS

Lawrence Aguier, 82,
was mayor of Bedford
Mayor Lawrence Aguier led

Ohio’s Bedford and exchanged
visits with the duke and duchess
of England’s.

Aguier died
June 2 at Sea-
s on s o f L i f e
Ho sp i c e . He
was 82.
“He turned

out to be a very,
v e r y g o o d
f r i e n d a n d
mentor,” said

Dan Pocek, the current mayor of
Bedford, Ohio. “He had a good
vision for the city.”
Aguier was born in Tampa,

Fla., and raised in New York City
and Key West, Fla. He served in
the Navy, then followed a com-
rade to Cleveland. He worked for
many years at Republic Steel,
partly as employee counselor and
environmental superintendent.
He moved to Bedford about

1959 and represented Ward 2 on
the City Council from 1965 to
1969. He served as mayor until
1971, declined to seek re-election
that year, won the job back in

1973 and served until 1977.
Aguier oversaw the city man-

ager and supported development
of the Bedford Automile. He also
led the suburb’s elaborate cele-
bration of the nation’s bicenten-
nial, partly by forging sister-city
ties with Bedford, England.
He flew a Cessna and co-

owned Northfield Airport. He
moved to Independence in 1978,
became president of its Kiwanis,
helped to raise a gazebo there
and worked for that city’s service
department. He belonged to The
Plain Dealer Two Gallon Club of
blood donors.
Seventeen years ago, meningi-

tis paralyzed his lower body. He
moved to Broadview Heights
about 10 years ago.
Survivors include his wife of

60 years, the former Mary Whit-
taker; five children; nine grand-
children; and three great-grand-
children. Vodrazka Funeral
Home handled his arrange-
ments.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
obits@plaind.com, 216-999-4187

Aguier

UnitedHealthcare touts
prevention, incentives
Casey Capachi
PlainDealerReporter

UnitedHealthcare, one of the
l a rg es t hea l th insure r s in
Northeast Ohio, told a Cleve-
land audience Thursday about
its program that provides in-
centives for health care provid-
ers and physicians who focus
on preventive care.
The program is part of a na-

tional movement away from
the fee-for-service model to
one that compensates physi-
cians for improved clinical out-
comes.
“Providers are rewarded for

providing more volume, but we
need to think about paying for
performance,” Mark A. Di-
Cello, a regional vice president
for UnitedHealthcare, told a
crowd of about 100 employers,
insurance carriers and health
care providers gathered at the
InterContinental Hotel and
Conference Center.
Long-term, effective preven-

tive care will head off costly
visits to hospital emergency
rooms and save money, said
DiCello.
“For every dollar spent,” he

said, “we would expect $2 in
return.”
U n i t e d H e a l t h c a r e a n -

nounced at the meeting that

the Diabetes Prevention and
Control Alliance, a division of
UnitedHealth Group Inc., is
n ow work ing w i t h he a l th
coaches and pharmacists at
Rite Aid stores and YMCAs in
Northern Ohio. They hope to
focus on pre-diabetic patients
before they develop Type 2 dia-
betes.
“All 26 million Americans di-

agnosed with adult diabetes in
2010 were at one point pre-dia-
betic,” said Lisa Chapman-
Smith, senior vice president of
the diabetes all iance. “And
there was not a lot of conversa-
tion about it.”
Patricia Horvath, executive

director of UnitedHealthcare
in Northern Ohio, hopes more
conversation will come out of
the movement toward preven-
tion.
“There are those people who

are going to say, ‘I don’t want
someone bugging me to get my
annual physical,’ ” said Hor-
vath. “But we all need that
nudge.”
“Doctors are excited because

they get to do what they’re
trained to do,” said Horvath.
“To get you well and keep you
healthy.”

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
ccapachi@plaind.com, 216-999-4098

Son who poisoned father
with eyedrops sentenced
Donna J. Miller
PlainDealerReporter

Parma He ights — Frank
Shull was fortunate, at age 84, to
be in good health and strong
e n o u g h t o c a r e f o r h i s
62-year-old wife, who has de-
mentia.
But his world collapsed after

his son moved from Florida into
his home last year. Byron Shull,
57, who has had convictions for
shoplifting, burglary, contribut-
ing to the delinquency of a minor
and two counts of drunken driv-
ing, was sentenced Tuesday by
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
Judge John O’Donnell to five
years in prison for poisoning his
father with eyedrops.
According to prosecutors,

Shull was upset with his father
for “being mean” to him Dec. 16
and went to a drugstore, where
he stole two bottles of Visine. He
returned home, poured one bot-
tle of the drops into a glass of
milk and gave it to his father.
Within a few hours, Frank

Shull was rushed to MetroHealth
Medical Center. He was delirious
and had slurred speech, difficulty
walking and a dangerously low
heart rate, Assistant Prosecutor
Frankie Goldberg told the judge
in her sentencing memorandum.
Doctors couldn’t find the cause

of Shull’s symptoms and he re-
mained hospitalized for several
weeks, before he was transferred

to a nursing home.
Byron Shull’s girlfriend, who

had also moved into the Parma
Heights house, filed a domestic
violence complaint against Byron
on Jan. 5 and told police that he
poisoned his father with eye-
drops, Goldberg said.
Shull was arrested in late Jan-

uary, then indicted on charges of
felonious assault, domestic vio-
lence and contaminating a sub-
stance for human consumption.
He pleaded guilty May 14 to the
contamination charge, a first-de-
gree felony.
Frank Shull remained at the

nursing home until Feb. 10. He
returned home but is unable to
resume caring for his wife, Gold-
berg said.
Shull can no longer drive, shop

or give his wife, Angela, her med-
ications. He declined to talk to a
reporter.
“Frank will likely require a

full-time caregiver for the rest of
his life,” Goldberg said. She
wrote that Byron worsened the
situation by remaining silent
when he could have told doctors
why his father was suffering.
Goldberg said Byron told

Parma Heights police that he
poured the Visine in his father’s
milk to give him diarrhea. He
said he had seen that done in a
television show as a prank.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
djmiller@plaind.com, 216-999-4852

CALL FOR HELP
Call 216-436-2000. United Way Services First Call for Help links
people with problems to health and social agencies. Available 24
hours a day, seven days a week.


