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stresses testing

“We just had that happen.”

In Cuyahoga County, there
were 4,519 people living with
HIV/AIDS as of 2012, according
to the Cleveland Health Depart-
ment.

In the U.S., there are about 1.2
million people living with HIV/
AIDS, and 1 in 5 do not know
they're infected, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The Free Clinic, says HIV Out-
reach Manager Kalia Johnson,
has seen a steady rate of about 20
to 30 people test HIV-positive ev-
ery year since 2006, both at the
clinic and through outreach test-
ing programs, such as syringe
needle exchanges. Last year, the
Free Clinic diagnosed 23 people
as HIV-positive. All except one
were young black men between
15 and 21 who have had sex with
men, said Johnson.

“If we test 200 people, we can
count on about four of those peo-
ple being positive,” said Johnson
of the clinic’s work in at-risk
communities.

Those patients, however, said
Whelan, voluntarily opted to be
tested for HIV and most likely
had a specific concern.

“Honestly, I don’t know if
we're going to find more people
because a lot of people who seek
our services, I wouldn’t say
they’re necessarily high-risk pa-
tients,” said Whelan. “If we do
opt-out testing, in addition to
clinical testing, which includes
going out to high-risk commu-
nities, we may increase num-
bers for the clinic overall.

“Our main goal is to find out
who is positive and get them
into treatment.”

The Free Clinic discussed
the new program with the fed-
erally funded Care Alliance
Health Center, which since

lan said, the Free Clinic will be
finalizing its consent-to-treat
form and training staff to work
with patients who may have
questions about the testing
process or their HIV status.
The clinic will offer pre- and
post-test counseling services
just as before.

Half of the Free Clinic’s
funding comes from founda-
tions, a quarter from individ-
ual donations and the remain-
ing quarter from state and
federal money, said its director
of volunteer and external rela-
tions, Melissa Ghoston.

“We have a policy that we
accept everybody who doesn’t
have health insurance, and
even for those who do, if they
can’t access it or feel it would
jeopardize it, we do take them
in,” said Whelan.

Whelan said they do not ex-
pect the costs of the HIV opt-
out program to create a finan-
cial burden, as the screening
will be a part of an already-
existing blood test for patients
that the Cleveland Clinic pro-
cesses for free.

She says the Free Clinic will
use the Treatment as Preven-
tion method once patients
have been identified as HIV-
positive. Treatment as Preven-
tion, which has been gaining
traction in the global fight
against the spread of HIV,
places patients on antiretro-
viral treatment as soon as they
are diagnosed to reduce their
viral load and the likelihood of
transmitting HIV to their part-
ners or babies.

The Free Clinic will continue
to work on stopping the spread
of HIV in Greater Cleveland by
informing at-risk communi-
ties. “One thing I don’t want to
get lost is the prevention piece
of it,” said Johnson. “It’s one
thing to test someone, it’s an-
other thing to educate them.”

HAPPENING

Marimba Masters to perform at Orange library

Musicians Marimba Masters of Cleveland will perform at 7
p-m. tonight at the Cuyahoga County Public Library Orange
Branch, 31300 Chagrin Blvd., Pepper Pike. For more informa-
tion, call the library at 216-831-4282.
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ax, 10, left, and his brother Sam Dover, 11, of Westlake, used bread and hot dogs as bait as
they fished Monday in the Rocky River Reservation of the Cleveland Metroparks. They
caught a bluegill and carp after 20 minutes.

road warnings

The same holds true at these
spots, too:
m Leafy branches prevent west-
bound drivers on Parma’s Grove-
wood Avenue from seeing the
stop sign at West 33rd Street un-
til it’s way too late, reports a local
lookout. “An accident waiting to
happen,” he emailed.
mTwo lanes merge into one on
the ramp from Bratenahl’s Eddy
Road to Interstate 90. Greenery
hides the advisory that says
which lane ends.

High note: Driving Euclid’s Dille
Road is less of a downer these days.

Workers filled a bottom-your-car-
out pavement depression that
many motorists veered left to avoid
immediately after crossing a set of
railroad tracks at the city’s border
with Cleveland. A column corre-
spondent worried that all those
swerving cars could lead to a crash.
The repair followed Road Rant
sharing that concern.

Change orders: Driving east or
west of Ohio keeps taking more of a
toll.

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Com-
mission recently approved higher
rates for 2013 on its roadway. Tolls
will rise 10 percent for those paying
cash and 2 percent for those using
E-ZPass, the electronic tolling sys-
tem. The new price plan begins
Jan. 6 — which will make it five
consecutive years of rate hikes.

Going west, meanwhile, the cost
to drive a car the full length of the
Indiana Toll Road increased by
nearly 44 percent last month for
cash-paying customers. The
157-mile trip now runs $9.40, up
from $9. This marks the fourth
price bump since 2008 for those us-
ing dollars and coins. (The price for
E-ZPass customers remains $4.65
— the same rate motorists paid in
1985.)

The Ohio Turnpike raised rates
by roughly 10 percent earlier this
year. Officials said there are no dis-
cussions for a toll increase in 2013.

Need to vent about traffic or
transportation? Call
216-999-4575, send an email to
roadrant@plaind.com orwritea
letterto Road Rant ¢/o The Plain
Dealer, 1801 Superior Ave.,
Cleveland 44114.



